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SUBJECT: PUTURE OP THE MEKONG COMMITTEE 

1. DURING A LUNCHEON GIVEN BY THE SWISS AMBASSADOR JULY 16 THE 
EXECUTIVE AGENT OF THE MEKONG COMMITTEE, W. J. VAN DER OORD 
APPARENTLY SEARCHING POR A FUTURE ROLE POR HIS ORGANIZATION, 
URGED COOPERATION BETWEEN THAILAND, VIETNAM, LAOS AND CAMBODIA 
TO DEVELOP HYDRO POWER AND FERTILIZER RESOURCES OF THE MEKONG 
BASIN. HE ARGUED THAT COOPERATION WAS ESSENTIAL TO MEET THE 
NEEDS OP RAPIDLY GROWING POPULATIONS. 

2. UNDERSTANDABLY, MEKONG COMMITTEE BUREAUCRACY WILL CONTINUE 

TO SEARCHPOR A MISSION IN LIPE BUT THE BARRIERS TO COOPERATION 
ARE ALL TOO APPARENT. IT IS DIPPICULT TO ENVISAGE ANY MEANINGPUL 
PROJECTS BEING IMPLEMENTED IN THE FORESEEABLE PUTURE POR POLITICAL 
PINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL REASONS. SOME DONORS OBVIOUSLY VIEW THE 
MEKONG COMMITTE AS A USEPUL VEHICLE TO CONTINUE THEIR RELATIONS 
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WITH COMMUNIST REGIMES. WE RECOGNIZE SUCH A ROLE MAY EMERGE. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

IT IS HOWEVER UNLIKELY THAT THE DUST WILL SETTLE FOR SOME TIME. 

THE DONORS SHOULD ADMIT TO THEMSELVES THAT FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL 
YEARS THERE WILL BE ABSOLUTELY NO ACTIVITY OF ANY CONSEQUENCE. 

3. WE WOULD THINK A FRANK EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN DONORS, AT 
A LEVEL ABOVE THE MEKONG COMMITTEE BUREAUCRACY, WOULD BE TIMELY. 

SUCH A CONSULTATION COULD DETERMINE WHAT KIND OF HOLDING ROLE 
THE COMMITTEE CAN USEFULLY PLAY DURING THE UNCERTAIN PERIOD AHEAD. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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